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“REMINISCENCES: or THE PLAINS. 
ences, and occasionally the recollection of incidents not of a: pleasing 
nature intrude; but all go to make up our history, and for my part I am 
content techno lodge the hand of the Lord in all the mutations of ‘life, 
which in my case have been made up of stronger contrasts than it has 
been the lot of every man to meet, though mine has wenn an n 
. for dwellers in newly settled oountries. 

Not many years 
3 emigrants, were to be seen wending their lonely way over 
the Plains, along the trail which leads from the Mississippi River to the 
Rocky Mountains. During those days the camp fires of the “Mormon” 
swiftly- moving railway trains have supplanted: the dull ‘plodding: of on 
teams and the skurrying yet not over -· rapid overland stage. By com- 
parison with these necessities ot 
now. transported from ocean to oon without inconvenience or delay. 

In the summer of 1867—the year preceding the completion of: — 
transoontinental railway a large number of people had eneamped upon a 
level tract of country, near the banks of the: North Fork of the Platte 
River, in the State of Nebraska, at the then terminus of the Union Pacific 
Railway; about two hundred miles west of Omaha “Among the num- 
ber there was a company ot “ Mormon”: emigrants; who were wear: 
ing away the last days of a hot July with a’ patience that only came ot 
necessity.’ They had anticipated pursuing their journey westward to tho 
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weary watching the railway trains which should have brought their sup- 
plies of provisions, etc., for the remainder of the journey. 

While we were thus waiting, a band of Indians derailed and plundered 
a freight train at Plum Creek, thirty miles east of North Platte station. 
Many of our men repaired to the scene and rendered assistance to the 
wounded railway men. Our own losses in goods by the wrecked train 
were considerable, but these were promptly paid by the Union Pacific 
agent. 

The protracted delay senda us much apprehension for various reagons. 
Our stock of provisions was constantly diminishing, and the rapidly 
advancing season was bringing us close to a time when it was hazardous 
to pass through the mountain ranges. Even at this date, August Ist, we 
should have been far on our way to insure safe arrival in Great Salt 
Lake Valley before winter should set in. Those of our number who had 
in former experiences encountered the fierce storms of the Black Hills 
and the continental divide, had no desire to renew the acquaintanceship ; 
while those who had passed through the handcart troubles of 1856, when 
numbers of men, women and children perished in the snow, looked for- 
ward to autumn and winter traveling with dread. It was with feelings of 
great relief, therefore, that we received the news that our supplies were 
approaching, and would be in time to n us to reach the ne before 
the stormy season. 

‘The noted Indian chief Sponbed Tail, with bis numerous band. ot Brule 
Sioux, was located about two miles north of our North Platte encamp- 
ment, and proved a continual source of annoyance. The emigrants had 
to be ever on the alert to prevent their cattle from falling into the hands 
of predatory bands of young Indian warriors, who incessantly sought op- 
portunities for plunder. The thieving propensities of the savages made 
things so serious that it became necessary to organize a company of 
minute-men, well equipped with arms and ammunition, to meet emergen- 
cies ; and it often required the utmost efforts of this force to circumvent 
the attempts made to stampede our cattle and horses, which had to be 
herded upon the open prairie. Frequently a band of Indians would ap- 
proach the animals under cover of the river bank, and would. then rush 
out, and by their frantic gestures, waving of blankets and wild yells, en- 
deavor to frighten them beyond our control. Fortunately, these attempts 
proved futile on each occasion, through the activity and vigilance of the 
minute-men. The marauders would at times press hard upon them, but 
they leveled their weapons at the advancing foe, and remained firm, the 
red men retreating each time without a resort to arms, with which they 
seemed to be well provided. Their object was evidently merely to plunder, 
rire did not seem desirous of courting death by opening fire. 

Complaints were sent to Spotted Tail of the actions of his young 
professed to be unable to restrain the young warriors, who were actu- 
ated. by a burning desire to enrich and. distinguish: themselves at our 
expense. It would have been: exceedingly rash on the part of the 

white men to have attempted to enforce respect. for their property 
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rights, for the Sioux outnumbered them ten to one. Though it is an 
indisputable: fact that the superior judgment and skill of civilized 
man is more than a match for the cunning and impetuosity of the 
American aborigines, yet the disparity of numbers would have left us 
completely at their mercy, which in an infuriated Indian is an unknown 
quantity. Thus we were compelled to keep guard night and day. Strict 
orders were issued that the red men were not to be fired on unless an abso- 
lute necessity should arise. These directions were obeyed, and conse- 
quently no trouble came. The policy of avoiding, except when circum: 
stances rendered such a course impracticable, a resort to arms in dealing 
with the Indians, has been carefully followed by the “Mormons,” who 
thereby escaped many disasters. The Indians understood that we would 
protect ourselves and property, 
their blood, therefore they always yielded. 

The special agent whom we had sent east had dnn dene in 10. 
moving the blockade from our supplies, which began to arrive, and 
preparations were made for moving. We purchased additional arms in 
the shape of ninety good Springfield muskets, and laid in a full supply 
of ammunition. A company of ninety men was formed from the able- 
bodied Scandinavian men, most of whom had served in the army in their 
native land, and were uherefore well disciplined, so that by the time we 
were ready to begin our journey, our camp presented quite a military 
appearance that was not without in our ex- 
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“LEEDS: CONFERENCE. 


Street, Hull, Sunday, March 6, 1892. There were present: Elder James 
100 Eiverpool. office; Elders S. J. Jeppeson and 
Henry Harker, of the Nottingham Conference ; Elder Joshua B. Bean, 
President of; and R. Graham, C. H. Poulsen, A. F. Haycock, R. Hillam, Jr., 
T. Jones, Wm. Crowther, A. Morrison, J. H. Salisbury, J. E. Myers, J. M. 
Kerr, and G. G. Reré, Traveling Rideve in the Leeda Conference: 
10:30 a. m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Crowther. Singing. 
President Bean, in his opening remarks, spoke of the great . wah 
existed in the world for a proper understanding of the Gospel as taught 
by our Savior when He was upon the earth; in order that mankind might 
receive the blessings to be obtained by obedience to that Gospel. He bore 
testimony to its restoration to earth in these days, and explained that the 
desire of the Latter-day Saints the 
message with which they had been entrusted. © 
Eider Jones explained the Gospel as tanght by the’ Latter-day Saints 
and showed that the same truths were put forth in the days of our Savior. 
As those prineiples were necessary in Christ's days for ‘observance by men 
and nnen anne God, they are just as necessary 
nek ble) Their 
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each and every person to whom they are presented. He bore t-. 
to the truth of the Gospel, and promised all who would do the will of the 
Father that they should know for themselves that they were engaged; in 
the work of God. 

Elder Poulsen said the truth of she Gleapel: cof 
Christ was to investigate and obey its principles. If we did this, the 
Lord would bless us with revelation from. high, and we would know that 

which was necessary for the salvation of man. All must comply with the 

requirements of the Gospel to receive an inheritance in the kingdom of 

God. Its first principles were faith, repentance, and the: birth-of. the 

water and of the Spirit. 

President Bean read the general the 
September. 1, 1891, to March 1, 1892, as follows: Houses visited, 4192 ; 
tracts distributed, 12,164 ; Gospel conversations, 925; books sold, — 
books loaned and given away, 153; Sabbath meetings held, 198; 
tage meetings, 35; baptisms, 8; 23 ordinations 

Priest, 1; Teacher, 1; Dencona, 2. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder e 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Myers. Singing. Tho Sacrament 
was administered by Elders Drewery and Jackson. 

Elder Haycock spoke of the apostasy which had taken nt i iden the 
82 which Christ organized when upon the earth. This departure of 

the people was manifest in the differenoe between the principles which 

He taught for the guidance of His Church and the teachings of professed 
Christian churches to-day. The apostasy was so universal that the Lord 
had to send an angel, as John the Revelator saw in vision, with the Gospel 
again to earth, that it might be preached in power and authority to 
warn the children of men before the coming of the Son of Man in His 
majesty. The speaker en all to strive to learn en 1 for mene 
selves. 

Elder Graham said that . in serve God v we the 
3 which He has given unto us. He is just and mercifal to all 
His children, whom He requires to conform to principles of. righteousness, 
He has again revealed to men His everlasting Gospel, and has required 
the Latter-day Saints to carry the divine message of that restoration to 
every nation, that all might have the privilege of eternal life i in His “ine: 
dom if they will obey His commandments. __. 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Minsion, and of the 
Leeds Conference were unanimously sustained. 

Elder Anderson said the desire of the Latter-day Sadat: was that they 
might receive salvation in the kingdom of God. He then pointed ont the 
scriptural teachings as to the necessity of obeying certain principles as a 
means of salvation. These principles were the Gospel or doctrine of 
Christ, and began with faith in God, followed. by repentance, baptism for 
the remission of sins, and laying on hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost 
—the ordinances being performed, by those whom a nee 


Singing. Benediction by Elder Morrison... Yorks on: 
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6250 Prayer by Elder Hillam. Singing. 

this len of thi ot Chitat: which had 
deen given for the welfare and salvation of those who dwelt on the 
earth, and showed that in order to please God and be enabled to enter 
His kingdom, man must obey the laws and ordinances which He has 


Eider Hillam spoke upon the doctrine taught by the Lord when He was 
on the earth, and the blessings which attended the faithful in days of old. 
In order that mankind might have salvation, God had restored His Gospel 
to the earth to-day. Its first principles’ were ‘faith in the Lord, re- 
pentance, and baptism, both of the water and of the Spirit, the same as in 
ancient days. Obedience to these ordinances is required of the children 
of men to enable them to gain admission to the kingdom of God. Elder 
Hillam bore testimony to the divinity of the Gospel restored to earth in 
this age, and promised all who obeyed it they chouks knowot trath 

if men received it, and were faithful, it would bring eternal life. 

Eider Anderson spoke upon the plan which the Lord had given for the 
of mankind, and exhorted ~ had desire for their souls 
welfare to conform to the laws of God. 

President Bean made a few closing alete Admonishing the Saints to 
due wie covenants they have. made with the Lord, that they nn 
receive His blessings, and be found faithful in the end. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Kerr. 

Monday, 7:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Poulsen. Singing. 

Elder Crowther spoke at some length upon the principles of the Gospel 
as given by Christ and received by His Church, and bore testimony to the 
restoration from heaven of those principles in these days. : 
President Bean said the Gospel was necessary for the happiness and 
welfare of man, as thereby he was enabled to live in conformity with 
God’s laws. He showed that it was necessary to be endowed with the 
Spirit of God to understand and practise the principles of the Gospel. 

Elder Harker bore testimony to the truth of the Gospel; and exhorted 
all to investigate for themselves the doctrines put forth, as they were 
divine, and, if obeyed; would prove the power of God unto salvation. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Jones. 

On Saturday evening, March 5, a general Priesthood meeting was held 
at 9 Admiral Place, Vincent Street, at which the Elders reported their 
labors, and received instructions relative to their duties as messengers 
of life and salvation. Ir,, Clerk of Conference. 


 MOBBING “ MORMON” ELDERS. 


Tun most severe 3 to bear have been 
inflicted on them at the instigation of professors of religion, who seemed 
anxious to exhibit their “Christianity” by the most un-Christian methods. 
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Another instance of this kind is reported by Elders Thomas A. Crowther 
and Samuel N. Alger, in a letter dated at Solitude, North Oarolina, U. S. A., 
on February 9, as follows: We were laboring in Ashe county, N. C., near 

the lines of Tennessee and Virginia, at a place known as Pond Mountain. 
We had been through once before, held meetings and were invited to come 
again; so we were visiting and distributing tracts to all who wished 
them. We called on a Mr. Stephen Perry, intending to stay for the night. 
We had not been there very long, however, when the news reached us that 
a mob was coming upon us. It was just dark. Two men came to the 
house, called Mr. Perry, and wanted him to turn us out. He refused and 
said we should stay there till morning. The crowd whooped and halloed 


most of the night. At daylight next morning, February 8, about thirty 


men, some armed with guns and some with clubs, came and said they were 
going to take us. We tried to reason with them and asked what we had 
done. They would not listen to us, but consented to let us eat breakfast. 
Then they said they were going to march us out they were not going to 
have any ‘Mormonism’ in that country. When we found nothing would 
do but for us to leave, we told them that if they felt like.taking the 
responsibility upon themselves we would go. They said they would; but 
we had to go with them. They marched us-through a laurel thicket, 


threatening what they would do to us, used most abusive: language, ac- 


cused us of all manner of crime, and said we were ‘on the road to hell, 
and they would help us along a little faster.“ They marched us two miles 
and then told us they would let us go, and that if we were ever caught 


in that part again we would have to be ‘carried away.“ Some wanted to 


make an end of us there and then; but we acknowledge the hand of the 
Lord in being spared and delivered from them. We are not discouraged. — 
It only gives us stronger testimony to the truth of the Gospel, and we feel 
to press on for the spread of truth till evil is overcome by good. We are 
both well and have a desire to faithfully fill the mission assigned to us. 
Our prayers are that the mercies of God may be extended to all engaged 
in the ministry, that they may not meet with mob violence. The leader 
of the mob above referred to, we learn, is a prominent class leader. We 
trust. that he will repent and never be 
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PACTS” AND EVENTS. 


The 
ca old woman, said to be a witch, of eating children, and burned her at 
stake. 

Russia has concentrated 130,000 troops in Russian Poland, on the German frontier, and 
is still adding to the number. Grong, bas been. in. Germany. by. the 
ascertainment of this fact. 

At a recent meeting of the Society for the Protection of Children in France, Dr. Rochard 
(chairman) stated that France loses every year 250,000 infants, and that out of this number 
there are least 100,000 whose lives could be The numberof 
deaths in 1800 outnumbered the births by 38, 446. 1815 free SEE 114 45 
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A heavy blizzard raged in the northern part of the United States, west of the great 
lakes, on March 11 and 12. A number of people were frozen to death. 

Three hundred thousand coal miners in England went out on strike on March 14 As 
a result a number of iron and other works had to be shut down for lack of fuel, and many 
thousands of men were thus thrown out of employment. : 


A terrible explosion of firedamp occurred at the Anderlues colliery, Belgium, on March 


acceptance by the latter of locations and of identification names. The period of proba- 
time they are 
eligible te register and vote. 

J A crowd of four hundred 
women and children besieged the government labor bureau to-day, clamoring for relief. 
Several persons fainted owing to the crush. Pitiful tales are told of husbands who have 
ment.” 


there was not the slightest occasion for her action, a maid became 80 excited that she 
threw two children out of a fourth-story window and then jumped herself. One of the 
children was killed instantly ; anne, ee 
‘The maid is seriously injured. re 
England, 
entering a cage in which three bears and a hyena were kept. The brutes immediately 
attacked him, and a scene of the. wildest confusion ensued among the audience. Assist- 
ance was rendered, and Montana was rescued, but his injuries were so severe that he 
died within half an hour. S 

A mob in Louisiana, U. S. A., i eee 
at a butler in the house, and put vermin- poder in the coffee - pot. The whole of her 
“master’s family partook of coffee, and became violently ill. She confessed the crime and 
gave the motive as stated. She was arrested, but a mob took her from eustody and 
hanged her to à tree, leaving her body dangling for church · going people to see. next 

th. 

˙ 
remained, et over one hundred families that left Bradford, England, thirteen, montha 
under the specious promises of emigration agents that they would find Brasil “a land 
flowing with milk and honey,” where employment could be easily obtained and wages 
were high. The emigrants met with bitter disappointment, and the experiences through 
which’ they passed were of a most harrowing nature. The few who managed to escape 

bourne, of. his wife, a native of Rainhill, near Liverpool, England, the suspicions of the 
Rainhill police.were aroused, and they, on March 16, searched a house which Williams 
had occupied during the latter part of last year. The ground floor was found to have been 
heavily cemented, and on this being with difficulty removed, the corpees of a woman and 
‘four children averaging from about ten years to eighteen months old were discovered. 
All these had had their throats cut. It is now remembered that Williams himself 
carried out the cementing of the floor, ny eee 
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onpm ANCES 10 BE ‘PROPERLY PERFORMED. 

Wrre the restoration of the Gospel in this its 
by the conferring of the Priesthood, and thus men received authority to 
preach the Gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof. If this 
authority had not been bestowed, the observance of the mere form of the 
ordinances would have been ineffectual because their administration would 
have been unauthorized ; but when the Lord empowers: men as His ser- 
vants, to perform certain offices in His name, those offices: are recognized 
by Him, and the recipients of any ordinance thus administered are par- 
takers of its benefits. The servants of the Lord are His representatives 
or agents in the duties of their calling, and any act within the duty of 
their office, performed according to His law, is as complete i in its effect: ‘a 
though He had personally officiated. 

While by ordination to the Priesthood 1 men are made the representatives 
of the Divine Master in various capacities, they are such only for the pur- 
pose of carrying out His will. They are authorized to administer His 
law, not to transgress it; to officiate in, not to change His ordinances. 
He has revealed His order in relation to these things, and as it is essential 
that it be closely observed, each one who receives of such a responsible 
calling as an ordination to the Holy Priesthood should gain possession of 
that knowledge which will enable him to properly ‘péttotin the ‘ordi- 
nances which come within the purview of his office. © 

The Lord has instituted a certain mode of procedure for the initiation 
oh members into His Charch.. He requires that they be of the age of 
‘accountability, and that they exercise faith by humbling themselves before 
Him, having a determination to serve Him to the end, and manifest by 
their conduct that they have repented of their sins; When these necessary 
oonditions are complied with, baptism is administered to those who desire 
‘it, and is followed by the laying on of hands for conferring’ the Holy 
Ghost. Any preliminaries to baptism, such as special covenants, etc., in 
addition to the revealed requirements, are improper because unauthorized. 
Baptism is performed by the one who is called of God and has authority 
to baptize going down into the water with the person who has applied for 
baptism. He then calls him or her by name and says: Having: been 
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commissioned.of Jesus Christ, I mae the name of che Father, 
and of the Son, and ot — Amen.“ Then amen 
This is the — that. thisoordi- 
send ‘shal be performed: It is essential that the administrator oon- 
form to the proper order; for if he should substitute sprinkling or 
pouring for immersion, there would be no baptism; even though he 
held the authority to officiate in tho true ordinance. ; The Lord has 
designated the language to be used and the mode of performing the 
ordinanee; this is the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins 
which: the: Elders of Israel who are sent with the Gospel message to these 
lands are authorized of God to administer: The ceremony which follows 
it, and which is a part of the birth that is necessary for admission to 
the kingdom of heaven, is also performed: after a specified order: The 
hands of the Elders are placed upon the head of the person who has been 
baptized in water, who is then confirmed a member GF thie’ Church and has 
conferred! upon him or her the Holy Ghost. e 
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is an ordinance di betered 10 the 
Church, not to those outside of it. Non members who are earnestly seek- 
ing the kingdom may be admitted to these meetings, but are not entitled 
to ‘partake of the Sacrament ; even members of the Church who have tres- 
passed and have not made resbheifintidn are forbidden to do that. They 
cannot truly Witness that they vdo always remember Him“ unless they 
manifest it by obs er ving to do His will. It is u serious matter to partake 
of the Sacrament unworthily; and ench member who has given offense 
should hasten and do his full share to renew the former ksnionble relation- 
ship, so that he may worthily receive the sacred emblems. © 
The manner of the sacramental administration is clearly set forth in the 
word of the Lord, The one possessing the necessary authority is to ad- 
minister it, not apart from the congregation, but in their presence with 
the Church.” He is to kneel; and use a ceremony, the words of which 
were given, by revelation. When this is done, it is customary for either 
the person who has administered the ordinance, or another who may be 
called, to, pass the sacred emblems; around, for the convenience of those 
desiring, and entitled to partake, of them. ; Generally, asa matter of 
courtesy, they are carried first to the presiding authority in the meeting. 
2 there is to be seen, on the part of some called to pass the 
bread and cup. sort of pantomimie performance in handing these to each 
other that is superfluous and unbecoming, and should. be dispensed, with. 
Those who partake of the Sacrament, should also observe the. proper order 
they should take it with the right hand, from which the glove. should 
first be removed, if one is worn. | 
t a bine with dil endrldging ul hands for 
| in eme thei talled to engage in. 
this is followed by the second part of the ordinance, which consists in 
sealing dr confirming: the anointing; in rebuking the powers of evil, and 
‘Usually. another 
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than the one who did the anointing is called on to be spokesman in the 
second division; it is necessary that all the Elders engaged be united; the 
hands should be placed on the head of the person being administered. to, 
though ‘the affliction to be removed may be situated in another part 


to that eſſect. 

In ordinations, theve d is system to be Tor instanes;if-e E 
person is ordained to an office in the Lesser Priesthood, that Priesthood is 
conferred upon him and he is ordained to the office designated, whether it 
be Priest, Teacher or Deacon, and all the keys and powers of his calling 
are bestowed upon him. Thus it will be seen that each ceremony is per- 
fectly adapted to the purpose for which it was intended, and when the law 
is conformed to, the blessing predicated upon obedience to that law will 
not be withheld. Let all things be done in order.. J. H. A. 


__A BILL was introduced into congress on February 17, and will probably 
be passed shortly, to specially provide for the granting of amnesty by 
President Harrison to that portion of the “Mormon” people who are in the 
polygamous relation. It reads as follows: Be it enacted by the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled: That section six of ‘An act to amend section fifty-three hun- 
dred and fifty-two of the revised statutes of the United States, in refer- _ 
ence to bigamy, and for other purposes, be amended to read as follows: 


Sec. 6. That the President is hereby authorized to grant amnesty to such 


classes of offenders guilty of bigamy, polygamy or unlawful cohabitation, 
on such conditions and under such limitations as he shal] think proper; 
but no such amnesty shall have effect unless the conditions thereof shell 


be complied with.” 


ARRTIVALS.— The Guion — arrived in on 
March 15, having the following Elders on board: Adolf Haag, of Payson; 
John Middleton, Hamilton Fort; Henry W. Lunt, Cedar City; Thomas 
Henderson, Sugarhouse ; John Holmes, Wilson; Martin Andersen, Rich- 
field; Richard D. Brown, Jr., Harrisville ; Wm. 0. Hunter, West Weber; 
H. A. White, Beaver, Utah ; and David Williams, of Pocatello, Idaho. 

The following named Elders arrived at Copenhagen, Denmark, on 


March 15, via Rotterdam, for the Scandinavian Mission: Wm. J. Back- 


man, of Salt Lake City; German Rasmussen, Ephraim; Rasmus Ras- 
mussen, Mount Pleasant, Utah; and Thomas Spongberg, Peter S. Jensen 
and John A. Larsen, of Freten, Idaho. 

Of those who arrived at Liverpool, Elder Martin Andersen left for the 


| Scandinavian Mission on March 16. 


RELEASES aND Charles MoCarty is 
released from his labors as President of the Irish Conference, to return home. 

Eider Joseph Newbold is honorably released from his labors ne nn , 
of the Nottingham Conference, to return home. 

Elder John I. Prye is honorably released from an. labors as a Traveling 
Elder i in the London Conference, to return home. 


— 
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Elder George W. Young is . from, his Isbors as Travel, 
ing Elder in the London Conference, to return home. 

Ader J. B. Bracken, Jr., — tee 

Elder Samuel J. preside over the Bostinghon 

- Elder Adel Haag is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the Turkish 

Elders Middleton to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference. 

Elder Henry W. Lunt and Richard D. Brown, Ir, are appointed to — 
as Traveling Elders in the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Thomas Henderson is appointed to labor — Traveling Elder in the 
Irish Conference. 

Elder David Williams is appointed to labor as ende Elder i in the 
Liverpool Conference. 
. Elders John Holmes and Wm. 0. . are appointed to labor: as 
| — Elders in the N ottingham Conference. | 


‘THE DOCTRINE OF ‘REVELATION. 


Tae conmregesions for in Tabernacle Gals 
Lake City, on e afternoon, February 7, was addressed wedi 60 

|, ELDBR CHARLES w. PENROSE, 
pleasure in listening to the testimonies of his brethren regarding the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, because the same testiomony which they bore had 
been given to him, and their words found an echo in his heart. 

It ought not to be accounted a strange thing that God should speak to 
His people. Those who are called Christians, no matter to what denomi- 
nation they belong, profess to believe in the book called the Bible. The 
things contained in that record are supposed to have come from God by 
revelation. In the New Testament we read that holy men of old spake as 
they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost. tho — 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews: | 
3 who at sundry times and in divers manners e in mee unto 
by the Prophets hath in last days unto 

etc. 

According to the accepted version New Testament, Paul 
poe epistle from which this is quoted, although modern skeptics express 
some doubt as to the author. None, however, know for certain who wrote 
it, unless it has been made known by revelation; and people now-a-days 
do not take much stock in modern revelation ; but all sects and parties 
composing what is called Christendom profess to believe in the Old and 
New Testaments, and the testimony of both books is that God in former 
means of Prophets. i 
of the world i Can anyone give a good reason why He should not? Some 
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of our Christian friends say, O, there is no need for it now; we are so 
enlightened, we are so wise; we are living in the nineteenth oentuty; we 
are not living in the dark ages, but in the age of Gospel blase; — 
have learned men who have studied the Soriptures, who have been to 


college, who have been educated on purpose to be ministers to the people; 


we have so much light, so much information, so much:-science, that we do 
not need any voice of God now. That was all very well in the dark days“ 
Is that a good reason why God should not reveal Himself to us in these 
times? Among the people who profess the greatest light, the greatest in- 
telligence, who profess to have made the greatest advancement in all these 
matters, we find an utter lack of knowledge in regard to God and the 
things of God. Where is there a man in all the array of theological talent, 
‘wisdom, and experience who can say of religious theories, I know this is 
so?“ Is there any man among them who can say, “I know God; who 
can say, “I know that Jesus of Nazareth whom the Jews crucified was the 
Son of God?” Is there any man among them who can lay down princi- 
ples for the guidance of the people in religion that he can say, conscien- 
tiously, he knows to be true and from God? Is there not doubt, un- 
certainty, variety of opinions, discord, contentions, disputation and debate 
on all these important things even among the most learned, experienced 
and wise, and among those people who profess the greatest faith in the 
things of God? Why, certainly; and when they attempt to make re- 
visions of a comparatively ancient creed they get into discussion and con- 
tention, and sometimes manifest anything but a Christian spirit. Why 
are there so many different professions of the Christian faith, each vary- 
ing from the other? If they are filled with knowledge and are not in 
doubt and uncertainty, why do they not all see eye to eye in regard to the 
things of God, as was the case in the satel Christian ei those 
“dark ages? 

In the days of the Aviutiee, when people were led to 1 in God van 
Staten Christ, they repented of their sins, and were baptized by men who 
had received divine authority to act—not authority from colleges, schools, 
synods and councils, but from God; and these men having received 
authority from on high, stood in the place of Deity. Those who thus be- 

lieved and repented and were Wer recaived the Holy: heat which is 
the spirit of revelation. | 

Since that time a in the 1 

After the Apostles fell asleep the Church went into darkness and error, 
divisions crept in among the people, and spiritual darkness came over the 
face of the earth. And how is it to-day? Has that spiritual darkness 
been removed? Are we really living in an age of the Gospel blaze? Or 
is it not rather a time of theological darkness and want of faith, of skep- 
ticism, of lack of knowledge, of oontention between sect and sect, and be- 
tween individuals in those sects? The very men who stand up as being 
the ministers of the Lord are contending one against another. They are 
bound to confess their doubt, uncertainty and lack of knowledge in regard 
to the things of God when brought right to the touchstone. Some of 
them have strong faith, but this knowledge which is essential to salvation 
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they do not obtain. “This is eternal life,” rid Jesus, “to know God and 
Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. 
exist in regard to creeds, in regard to God, His essence, His personality, 
His nature, His. characteristics, if we could get something. from Him 
direct, that we might know something about Him Among all these 
various forms, ceremonies and organizations called Christian, would it not 
be a good thing if we could understand from the Lord Himself which. was 
the true Church, how it should be organised, what should be its tenets, 


ordinances and doctrines, so that we might not be left in the dark and be 


tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of dootrine ! We read 
that the Lord is unchangeable the same yesterday, to-day and for ever” 
—thbat the course of God is one eternal round. Then if it was His way in 
the olden times to speak. to the fathers by the Prophets, why should He not 
speak to the people in the latter times by Prophets, in a similar way? 

There is not a line in the Old Testament or the New which says that 
the time should come when God would shut up the heavens and seal 
come down from on high. There are predictions that darkness should 
come upon the face of the earth, and gross darkness cover the people— 
predictions that the people would close their ears against the revelations 
of God, and turn from sound doctrine unto fables. Is it not a fact that 
these prophecies have come to pass? A great many people do not want 
revelation from on high the word of God direct from Him. They want 
a preacher after their own heart—some, man they can hire and pay as 
their servant, who will preach to them that which sir am a 
They pay a man for tickling their. “ itching ears.“ 

The speaker referred to many of the erroneous. 5 or fables, now 
taught among so-called Christian sects.. Some of those fables wong 
hatched in monastic cloisters in bygone days the real. dark ages 
by celibate monks in their cella—dark ideas of God and His justice, mon- 
strous ideas of the Father of the race, and of God's dealings with His 
creatures. The idea that God would roast intants in burning flames for- 
ever because they are not.“ elect ;” that He would put people in eternal 


misery and never take them out of it again just because they did not be- 


lieve something they had never understood, is one.of the fables of modern 
Christendom, preached ‘by. men professing to have authority from God. 
Another of their ideas is that our Father is a being without body, parts 
or passions, that, His centre is everywhere, and His circumference nowhere, 
that He fils all space, and yet takes up no room. Taking these and scores 
of other fables that men ba ve turned their ears to instead of the truth, is 
it not reasonable to believe that God will reveal something to us now that 
ve ean understand, in order to erplaia something, about en 
what He requires of 327 

òĩ 
— Smith was similar to that of Eder Lambert, whe 
had preceded him in addressing the congregation. When ho first heard it 
he thought it too good to be true; but bo did not throw. it aside withoat 
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investigation, though only a boy at the time. He had been trained to be- 
lieve in the Christian religion; he had made himself acquainted with the 
Bible from his early childhood ; and when he heard about this Gospel he, 
like others, at first laughed at it. But when he looked into it and com- 
pared the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith with the New Testament 
he found that they corresponded in every particular with the teachings 
of Jesus and His Apostles. After investigation and calling upon God 


to keep him from error, and lead him to the trath, he was baptized by a 


man claiming to have authority from God, in the same way as did the 
ancient Apostles and servants of God. He then received a testimony 


from God that this work was true, and he found this to be superior to the 


seeing of the eye and the hearing of the ear, and that information which 
may be gained through our senses; for we are apt to be deceived some- 
times even by our eyes or ears. The Holy Ghost never deceives. When a 
person who is sincere in heart and desires the truth hears a testimony of 
the truth spoken by inspiration, if he will fullow up the impression which 
he has received, it will lead him step by step into the light of truth until 
he obtains the Holy Ghost, the Comtorver, and his whole N wit be 
filled with light. 

This Spirit of Truth is a reality and not an imaginary thing. a No man 
knoweth the things of God but by the Spirit of God,” and “the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” The reason why the 
Saints gather to these mountains is because they have received that 
Spirit. The Latter-day Saints are not understood by the world, and they 
will not be able to make themselves understood until people see the object 
and purpose which they have in coming here. They have not come here 
to combine against any government, to be tools or slaves of men, to be 
dictated to and domineered over by any one, whether they are called 
priests or prophets. They received a testimony of the truth in those parts 
of the world where they heard it. They received the Holy Ghost there; 


they received a testimony that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and that 


they were accepted by God, after they were baptized into the Church ; 
and it is that Spirit which has led them on and enabled them to overcome 
the difficulties which were in their path. Rejected and cast out by their 


friends, and sometimes by their own families, they care not for the world 


nor the things of the world in comparison with what they have gained 
spiritually. All they have left behind them is as dross compared with the 
excellence of the things of God. So they turn their backs on their native 
land and all they possessed there, and come to these valleys to encounter 
trials and hardships—not for wealth, but for the truth. There is no tie so 
strong as that which binds them together as brothers and sisters in the 
Gospel by this one Spirit into which they have been baptized. Whatever 
they were or believed or disbelieved before, they are now the sons and 
daughters of the Lord, and have all been “baptized by one spirit into one 
body. By the help of the 
what might come in the way. | 
All chey ask of their friends who with is 
alorie—that: they will please let them worship God according to the 
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dictates of their own conscience, as the Latter-day Sainte are quite 
willing that others should do. They claim that liberty which they 
ought to enjoy under the constitution of their country, and to be free as 
they should be, so long as they do not break any law of the land. We do 
not wish to do this, but to be subservient to the laws of our country. We 
desire to aid in maintaining good government and promoting the welfare 
of our fellow men. 

The Saints believe in divine revelation to-day. At the head of this 
Church stands a man who is a Prophet, Seer and Revelator, sustained in 
that position by the vote of the whole body of its members. When the 
Lord wishes to speak to His Church, as a body, He does so through that 
individual, His servant. President Wilford Woodruff is a man of wisdom 
and experience, and we respect and venerate him ; but we do not helieve 
his personal views or utterances are revelations from God; and when 
“Thus saith the Lord” comes from him, the Saints investigate it ; they do 
not shut their eyes and take it down like a pill. When he brings forth 
light they want to comprehend it. Light, truth, intelligence, wisdom, 
progress, growth all the time—that is “Mormonism”—to grow in grace and 
the knowledge of the truth. When the Lord desires to speak to the whole 
Church He does so through its head, not through half a dozen different 
channels; because in such an event there would be confusion. The 
Latter-day Saints are not blindly led by leaders or blindly directed by 
priests ; but every man can receive the divine testimony in his own heart 
and be a priest in his own house. 

Elder Penrose was glad to have the opportunity of bearing his testimony 
to these great truths. He knew that God lived and had spoken from 
heaven in these times; and if the people of the Christian world would 
become wise and hearken to the voice in their midst they could learn how 
to put away all their differences, all their false doctrines, all their disputes ; 
for in the revelations which this Church has received from God, and which 
are placed on record, there is a solution for every one of the points in dis- 
pute that now arise in the Christian world. All difficult problems are 
solved by the Gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and his successors. The experience of the Saints is that, as 
the years roll on, and as the thick veil which hides eternity becomes thin- 
ner and thinner, and they approach nearer to God and eternal things, 
their light and intelligence increases and their joy becomes greater. May 
God help us to bear a faithful testimony of these things to the world, that 

we may bring others to a knowledge of the truth and be a standing 
evidence in our lives that God is with us, and that He has revealed Him- 
self again to men on earth. Amen. | | 


UTAH NEWS. 
- (Summarized from Territorial papers.) 


The enactment authorizing the creatiun of a fourth 
Utah became a law on February 11. 5 

The Merchants’ and Bankers’ Life Insurance Company is » new organisation effected 
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